








4.0 Emerging Concept
4.6 Study of St Ives
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Fig. 4 16: Figure Ground Plan for St ves - Analysis of street widths
ORMS February 2011

7.7 metres

20m
40m
100m

4.0 Emerging Concept
4.6 Study of St Ives

Study of St lves
4.6.1 St lvesis one of Cornwall’s most picturesque coastal towns. The
town is set along a wide beach between two rugged granite

outcrops.

4.6.2 The interior of the town is characterised by its narrow streets with
rough walled buildings, many in granite.

4.6.3 The figure ground plan, shown on the |left, shows the scale of some
of the principle spaces, with distances between facades commonly in
the range of 3-5m, widening to 9m at key urban locations.

4.6.4 The study of St Ives identified the following qualities, characterised
within the photographs:

* Linear development along peninsula and beachline

+ Steep narrow streets

* Garden walls forming transition between private and public spaces
* Random roofscape

* Raised ground floors addressing sloping sites of many buildings
+ External steps to entrances

+ Residential accommeodation often located over small retail units
+ Hilltop views on approach

+ Main street — one block back from seafront gives shelter

* Glimpses to water

+ Layering of buildings

* Limited range (or palette) of materials and colours
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4.0 Emerging Concept
4.7 Study of Fowey and Polruan

Fig. 417 Photographs of Fowey and Polruan - showing layers of buildings, low level roofscapes, narow streets, public square at waterfront
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Fig. 4.18: Figure Ground Flan for Fowey - Analysis of street widths

4.0 Emerging Concept
4.7 Study of Fowey and Polruan

Study of Fowey and Polruan

4.7.1 Fowey has thrived as a port since the middle ages. During the 18th
century the bias moved from trade and fishing to china clay.

4.7.2 The character of the town is significantly influenced by its natural
location, around the side of a steep hillside looking over the River
Fowey with the estuary and town of Polruan on the opposite bank of
the river.

4.7.3 Access to the town is from the top of the headland and the
road “drops” into the town. The roofscape is important.

4.7.4 The urban character/qualities of Fowey are formed by the
following key elements:

*+  Fowey has two key urban squares. The main square (shown
in yellow) wraps around an island building fronted by the ‘King
of Prussia’ public house, with a 3 sided open public square
approximately measuring 17 x 22 metres facing the quayside.

+  Rows of pastel coloured houses.
*  The narrow High Street and Esplanade forming the primary
north-south access routes through the town, set one block

back from the water.

*  Small footpaths linking the residential terraces of houses
following the contours of the valley.

*+  The one-way system, which successfully manages the
amount of traffic passing through the high street.

* The layers of terraces and buildings stepping up the hillside.

*  The narrow streets are punctuated by a number of wider key
spaces, forming places of interest and key buildings.

*+  The narrow streets lined with buildings where there are frequent
shifts in direction and building alignment. This adds visual
interest; and it also keeps vehicle speeds low.

Carlyon Bay



Fig 4.19: Images showing main charactenstics of Comish seaside towns (Paintings by Cornish artists Yictor Pasmaore and Ben Micholson)
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4.0 Emerging Concept

4.8 A Summary of Lessons Learnt

4.8.1

The detailed analysis of Cornish towns and the local context has
identified and emphasised the importance of the following
ingredients as qualities our proposals need to respond to:

1.

The layers of buildings are a response to topography. Each row
of buildings looks over the roof of the buildings in front, thereby
giving the impression of tall buildings.

The topography often results in elevated views across towns and
villages; the roofscape is an important feature.

Terraced buildings — often of varying height and design.
Stepped facades and roof lines form a rich urban texture.
A pastel palette of colours, also reflected in local art.

Buildings set into the slope of hills with raised gardens and
stepped entrances.

Varied alignment of routes, defined by buildings. Frequent shifts
in direction creating visual interest and short vistas. Glimpses of
what lies beyond — inviting exploration.

The main street sheltered by being one block back from the sea.
Aresponse to climate creating a useable area all year round.

Permeability: the urban grain provides numerous narrow routes.

. Narrow streets, commonly 57 metres wide, varied alignment.

. From the main street narrow routes give visual connections to

and physically define areas on the water’'s edge.

. Stone walls define some routes, often due to the topography of

sites. This results in elevated buildings.

. Dwellings have limited garden space - usually a small courtyard.

. Courtyard spaces exist off small alleys providing privacy and

light within compact groups of buildings.

. Landscape flourishes where there is shelter from the wind and

sea spray. A diversity of flora; an exotic mix.

. Alow number of cars within villages due to lack of space.
. Buildings are often built off the harbour and quay walls.

. A simple material palette including slate, granite, painted stone

walls using pastel shades, slate wall tiling and slate window sills
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4.0 Emerging Concept

4.9 The Preferred Concept - A Blueprint for Testing and Further Development

Fig. 4 20: Diagram ofthe Preferred Concept

e,

Fig. 4 21, Fowey Fig. 4.22: Fowey Fig 4 .23 St lves
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

491 The analysis of Cornish towns and villages resulted in the creation
of a new design concept. This layout is shown in Figure 4.20.

Of note;

1. Lesser building footprint maintaining generous amenity spaces

2. Introduce main street set one block back to link neighbourhoods

3. Apermeable scheme with several routes to the promenade and
beach

4. Use streets to frame views

5. Higher buildings at the back and lower buildings to the front
layer the elevation

6. Place more density on Crinnis to reduce Shorthorn — the lighter

touch
Use terraces of buildings in lieu of stand alone blocks

Greater variety of spaces can be created with varying character
including small courtyards and urban squares

Higher density of buildings allows the scale of buildings to be
reduced

Layering of buildings forms interesting roofscape
Urban grain and spaces of traditional Cornish towns

Creation of spaces and routes with a collection of smaller
buildings

Areas of the site incorporating larger uses placed within/ under
other buildings to create new levels

Recreational activities on Polgaver only...preserving the natural
beach

A sheltered main route, set one block back from the promenade/
sea front responding to the microclimate. A space to be used all
year round.

Carlyon Bay
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4.0 Emerging Concept

4.9 The Preferred Concept - A Blueprint for Testing and Further Development

492 The diagram of the preferred concept was critically reviewed and
found to achieve many of the aspirations and objectives for the
phyical manifestation of a new approach to the development of
Carlyon Bay.

493 It was then developed in more detail (but still a very generalised
sketch) to confirm that the overall quantum of development could be
provided, but especially that the lighter touch could be achieved on
Shorthorn.

4.9.4 The preferred concept achieves the following aspirations:

*  Creation of spaces and routes with a collection of smaller
buildings

Shorthorn

*  Strategic connections to the beach defining neighbourhoods

+  Arich variety of spaces, sea-facing courtyards, central street and
base of cliff

*  Organisation of buildings in a ribbon offset from the cliff

* Areas of the site incorporating larger uses placed within and
under other buildings to create new levels

Fig. 4 24: Preferred Concept Development
* Recreational activities on Polgaver only.. preserving the beach
* Lower density on Shorthorn...achieving the lighter touch

*  Higher density on Crinnis...building on the historic use of the
beach as the core of the leisure destination at Carlyon Bay

Fig 4 25 Tetrnse Apartments 2005-2007 Ljubljana, Slovenia Fig 4 26 Lindale Bach, Mew Zealand

Fig. 4 27 Residential Blocks, Innsbruck
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